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English 3808
Fall 2009
e-mail: rhoberman@eiu.edu
Office hours: MWF 11-12; Tu 2-3

Ruth Hoberman
Coleman 3755
Phone: 581-6981

Texts:

Broadview Anthology ofBritish Literature, The Twentieth Century and Beyond
Beckett, Waiting/or Godot
Forster, Howards End
Joyce, Dubliners
Harrington, Modem Irish Drama
Lawrence, Lady Chatterley's Lover
[Rhys, Good Morning Midnight]
Waugh, A Handful ofDust
West, Return ofthe Soldier
Woolf, To the Lighthouse, [Moments ofBeing]
Goals

By the end of the semester I hope a number of things will have happened:
1. We will have talked about a number of texts, in the process getting acquainted with the themes
and techniques most characteristic of the modem British period
2. We will have talked about the period itself: the historical events and cultural forces that
shaped and were in turn shaped by these texts and their authors;
3. We will have talked about the theoretical issues raised by these texts: why experiment with
style or narrative technique? How does a writer's gender, social class, sexual orientation or
racial identity affect his or her work? What is the relationship between literature and the
sociopolitical context out of which it emerges?
Requirements:
Two formal papers, (3-4pp; 5-6 pp.), the second revised at least once (10/20)
Three (informal one-page) imitations (10)
Midterm and final (10/20)
On-line postings in response to readings (20)
In-class writing and participation (10)
On-line postings: Because much of the reading for this class is difficult, it's important that you
spend time thinking it through before class. For this reason, I am requiring that you post a response
to WebCT as noted on the syllabus, generally once a week. Focus on a single observation and

develop, including a direct quotation in the course of your response. To gain credit for your
response, there are 4 absolute requirements:
1. Post your response to an assigned reading at least one hour before it is to be discussed in class.
2. Unless you are the first to post in response to a given text, begin by responding to what one of
your classmates has written.
3. Include a brief direct quotation
4. Attend the class for which you posted and be prepared to talk about your comments (don't
assume we already know what you think just because you posted). I will grade responses weekly,

..
on a 10-point scale, responding to you via your WebCT email. While I encourage you to post as
often as you like, extra responses later will not make up for missing responses week by week.
I base essay grades on Guidelines for Evaluating Writing Assignments in EIU' s English Department
Note that because I grade on a 100-point scale, missing assignments affect your grade
tremendously. Grading scale: 91-100: A; 81-90: B; 71-80: C; 65-70: D; below 65 = F
Policies
English Department Statement Concerning Plagiarism:
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--"The appropriation or imitation of the language,
ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work"
(Random House Dictionazy of the English Language) has the right and the responsibility to impose
upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including the immediate assignment of a
grade of F for the assigned essay and the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs
Office. Respect for the work of others should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and
oral sources.

Attendance: Attendance at every class is expected. Note that a portion of the grade is based on
class participation, in-class writing, and on-line postings, all of which require keeping up with
the reading and being in class. Excessive absences will result in a grade of 0 for the
participation portion ofyour grade. If illness or personal emergency keeps you from class, let
me know; when you return, ask about hand-outs and reading assignments you may have missed.
Plan to hand in papers on time. If you're having problems, let me know. Responses must be
done for the assigned class to be acceptable. Essays a week or more late will not be
accepted.
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact
the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

Syllabus (tentative)
Warning: Lawrence's novel Lady Chatterley's Lover is sexually explicit.
I. The Transition (1895-1915)flhe Edwardian period (1901-1910)

MAugust 24: introduction to course. Hand-out: Hardy, "Hap," "The lmpercipient"
W26: Hardy, in Broadview, "The Darkling Thrush," ''Neutral Tones," "The Ruined Maid,"
"Channel Firing" (Broadview 1-5). Response # 1 due W or F.
Fri 28: Forster, Howards End (1910, separate volume).
MAugust 31: Forster. Response #2 due MW or F
W2: Forster.
F4: Forster
M7: Labor Day
W9: Comad, "Secret Sharer" (1912) in Broadview pp. 64-83. Response #3 due W or F
Fl 1: "Secret Sharer." Introduction to Modernist Journals project. Imitation #1 due: Hardy poem

or Conrad paragraph
Il. World War I (1914-1918)
Ml4: Brooke, "The Soldier"; Sassoon, "Glory of Women" and "They"; Owen, "Dulce et Decorum
Est," and "Anthem for Doomed Youth," in Broadview 101, 105, 111. Recommended: "Flanders
Field" (p. 126).
Wl6: In Broadview, Rosenberg, "Break of Day in the Trenches" and "Retwning, We Hear the
Larks"; "In Flanders Field" 126-129.
Fl8: West, Return ofthe Soldier (separate volume, 1918)
M21: West
W 23: Essay #1 due. Group discussion: each group decides on poem/story/article for class to read
for Friday.
F25: discuss assigned works.
III. Ireland

M28: In Hanington, Yeats, "Cathleen Ni Houlihan" (1902) pp. 3-11; Synge, "Riders to the Sea"
(1904) pp. 63-72. Recommended: intro to Harrington. Response #4 due M, W or F.
W30: Joyce, Dubliners (separate volume, 1914) "The Sisters," "An Encounter," "Araby"
FOct 2: Dubliners "Eveline," "Two Gallants," "The Boardinghouse."
M5: Dubliners "A Little Cloud," "Counterparts," "Clay." Response #5 due Mor W
W7: Dubliners "Ivy Day in the Committee Room," "The Dead"
F9: fall break
M12: Dubliners ''The Dead." Imitation #2 due: Sassoon or Owen poem or Joyce epiphany
Wl4: Midterm
F16: in Broadview, Yeats "The Stolen Child," "Lake Isle oflnnisfree," "No Second Troy," "Easter
1916," "A Prayer for My Daughter." Recommended: In Broadview, on Irish Independence (174-6).
Ml 9: "Leda and the Swan," "Second Coming," Among School Children," Sailing to Byzantium"
Recommended: "A Vision" in Broadview pp. 172-3. Response #6 due M, W or F.
W21: Yeats "Dialogue of Self and Soul," "Byzantium," "Crazy Jane Talks with the Bishop" ''Lapis
Lazuli"

Ill. "High Modernism" to 1952
F23: Woolf, To the Lighthouse (separate volume, 1927)
M26: Woolf Response #7 due M, W, or F
W 28: Woolf. Recommended: "Modern Fiction" in Broadview 227; from "Sketch of the Past,"
279-84; "Old Bloomsbury" pp. 312-3.
F30: Woolf
MNov2: Woolf. Response #8 due M, W, or F
W4: Lawrence, Lady Chatterley's Lover (separate volume, 1929)
F6: Lawrence

M9: Lawrence. Response #9 due M, W, or F
Wl 1: Lawrence
F 13: Lawrence. Imitation #3 due: Woolf or Lawrence.
M16: Waugh, Handfal ofDust (1934, separate volume). Response #10 due M, W, or F. Hand in 1page proposal for essay #2.
W18: Waugh
F20: Waugh
Thanksgiving break
M30: In Broadview: Auden, "In Memory ofW. B. Yeats," "Spain 1937," "Musee des Beaux
Arts," "Shield of Achilles"

WDec2: movie
F4: movie. Hand in essay #2.
M5: finish movie. Beckett, Waiting/or Godot (separate volume, 1952). Optional response #11 due
MorW.
W7: Beckett
F9: Review. Hand in fmal version of essay #2.
There will be a noncumulative final exam during exam week.

